A PROPOSAL FOR HARMONIZING SAFETY DATA SHEET INFORMATION WITHIN APEC
BACKGROUND

The Chemical Dialogue is a key vehicle for enhancing the strategic development of the chemical industry in the region.  Adopting a standard format for chemical safety data sheets (SDS) as a short term deliverable can:

- facilitate trade; 

- reduce the cost of doing business in the region;

- level the playing field for small and medium sized enterprises (SME’s);

- enhance workplace safety and environmental protection measures; and

- contribute to the overall sound management of chemicals for APEC member economies.

PROPOSAL

Encourage agreement by APEC member economies to standardize the SDS by using a globally recognized 16-heading format.  Work is currently underway to formally approve the Globally Harmonized System for Chemical Hazard Classification and Communication (commonly referred to as the GHS) within the UN Sub-Committee of Experts on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals.  The GHS includes a recommended SDS format.  Once approved by the Sub-Committee, implementation of the GHS as a part of national and regional systems will be sought.  In the interim, APEC economies should consider the GHS approach as one method of standardizing the SDS format within their regulatory systems.  

APEC economies should further consider using the ISO-11014-1 standard as a guideline for providing specific information under the headings. Within the standardized format, information should be included, where it is applicable and available, on the SDS under the relevant headings taking into account national or regional requirements.  Mutual recognition of the GHS format will facilitate trade within the region.  Because of the current state of the GHS negotiations, national and regional SDS standardization will be phased-in over several years.  

A globally harmonized approach to SDS format is only one aspect of the overall GHS which provides a way to mitigate the technical barriers to global trade caused by different national or regional requirements for chemical hazard classification, labeling and SDS.  As a future work priority, the Dialogue could explore APEC-wide adoption of the GHS for chemical classification and labeling. This would eliminate the current patchwork of diverse, and often conflicting, national and international requirements for chemical classification and labeling which impede trade in chemicals and affect the competitiveness of the industry.  As it stands, SMEs in the chemicals sector may be effectively barred from international trade by their inability to deal with this added complexity.

