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SUBSIDIARY BODY FOR SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE

Twenty-seventh session

Bali, 3-11 December 2007

Agenda item 6

Research and systematic observation

Research and systematic observation

Draft conclusions proposed by the Chair

1. The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) noted with appreciation

the oral statements by the Chair of the Steering Committee of the Global Climate Observing
System(GCOS) and the Director of the Global Terrestrial Observing System (GTOS) secretariat.

The SBSTA expressed its gratitude to the GCOS secretariat for its updated proposali for
thepossible revision of the "UNFCCC reporting guidelines on global climate change observing

systems".

. Having considered the GCOS proposal, the SBSTA decided to recommend a draft decision
containing revised UNFCCC reporting guidelines on global climate change observing systems for
adoption by the Conference of the Parties (COP) at its thirteenth session (for the text of the
decision, see (FCCC/SBSTA/2007/L.14/Add.1).

. The SBSTA recalled its requestz to the GCOS secretariat to provide, for consideration by the
SBSTA at its thirtieth session (June 2009), a comprehensive report on progress with the
GCOSimplementation plan. It also recalled its invitation to Partiess to submit to the secretariat,
by 15 September 2008, additional information on their national activities with respect to
implementing the plan, and encouraged Parties to use the guidelines mentioned in paragraph 3

above when providing that information.

. The SBSTA expressed concern that the regional action plans developed under the GCOS regional
workshop programme remain largely unimplemented, and encouraged international organizations
and development partners to provide further technical and financial support through existing
bilateral and multilateral cooperation programmes in order to advance implementation of priority

elements identified in the GCOS regional action plans.

. The SBSTA encouraged the GCOS secretariat, when preparing the report mentioned in paragraph
4 above, to consider, as appropriate, information on progress in implementing the regional action

plans.

_15_ r

ol
o
ale
afo
2
4
2
a®
4
2
afo

ol
o
afe
2
a®
L.



)3 T World Best 365 ,

7. The SBSTA welcomed the progress report on the assessment of the status of the development of
standards for each of the essential climate variables in the terrestrial domain prepared by the
GTOS secretariat in response to an invitation by the SBSTA at its twenty-third session.4+ The
SBSTA encouraged the GTOS secretariat and the sponsoring agencies of GTOS to finalize the
assessment and invited the GTOS secretariat to report to the SBSTA on progress at its

twenty-ninth session(December 2008).

8. The SBSTA welcomed the efforts by the GTOS secretariat to develop a framework for the
preparation of guidance materials, standards and reporting guidelines for terrestrial observing
systems for climate, in response to decision 11/CP.9. The SBSTA welcomed the progress report
by the GTOS secretariat on this matter and took note of the different options for such a
framework presented therein.

The SBSTA encouraged the GTOS secretariat and the sponsoring agencies of GTOS to continue

developing the framework in the way they consider most appropriate, making use of existing

institutional bodies and processes, where appropriate, and taking into account that such a

framework should meet the following criteria:

(a) Standards should be developed on a scientifically sound basis;

(b) The framework should provide for the involvement of governments in the development of
standards and guidance materials and in their implementation;

(c) Access to those standards and guidance materials should be free and unrestricted;

(d) The process for developing the standards and guidance materials and the operation of the
framework should be cost-effective and sustainable and take into account existing standards
and guidance materials;

(e) The framework should be flexible in view of future needs and developments in this area.

9. The SBSTA commended the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) and the Parties
supporting space agencies on the progress made in 2007 in implementing actions in response to
the GCOS implementation plan, and looks forward to continued progress during 2008. The
SBSTA invited the CEOS to provide an updated progress report by its twenty-ninth session. The
SBSTA noted the continued close working relationship between GCOS and the CEOS for linking

space-based capabilities with global climate observing requirements.

10. The SBSTA welcomed the Draft Cape Town Declarations adopted at the Group on Earth
Observations Ministerial Summit, which recognizes the important contribution the Global Earth
Observation System of Systems can make in response to the needs of the Convention and the
growing need to further enhance such contributions. The SBSTA noted that such contributions
will be made mainly through GCOS.

11. The SBSTA noted that systematic and continuous observations have significantly contributed to
the key findings of the Fourth Assessment Report (AR4) of the Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change (IPCC) and play an integral and increasingly important role in monitoring and
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assessing impacts of, and in supporting adaptation to, climate change, as well as in contributing
to the reduction of uncertainties. The SBSTA noted the importance of robust scientific
information derived from the state of the-art observing technologies as well as conventional

observations for supporting scientific assessment to inform action to address climate change.

12. The SBSTA was informed of the workshop organized by GCOS, the World Climate Research
Programme and the International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme,7 held in Sydney, Australia, in
October 2007 which examined, among other issues, requirements for future systematic
observations resulting from the findings of the IPCC AR4. The workshop reinforced the
importance of sustaining the long-term operation of the climate observing systems which provide

the essential climate variables set down in the GCOS implementation plan and highlighted the

need for Parties to share their data freely.
The SBSTA noted that such efforts are particularly urgent in developing countries; however,

was noted that a number of areas also need to be addressed in developed countries.

1 FCCC/SBS™A2007'M SC.26.

2 FCCC/SBS™A2005/10. oaragraol 94.

3 FCCC/SBS™A2005/10. oaragraot 95.

4 As rrardated. the GTOS secretariat orcvided a orcgress reocrt or this mafter t¢ the SBSTA at its twerty—sixth-sessicr

-« iIFCCC/SBS™A2007:M SC.61. t orovided ar uodate tc this reocrt oricr tc the twerty-ssvertt sessicr ¢ the SBSTA iIFCCC/SBS™A2007M SC.271.
5 See “cotrcte 4.

8 Available at <rtto: ‘earthcbservatiors.crg™>

7 Waorkshoo titled "Future climate charge ressarck ard chservaticrs: GCOS. WCIRP ard GBP learrirg “rom the PCC Fourth Assessmert Resocrt’
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SUBSIDIARY BODY FOR SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE
Twenty-seventh session

Bali, 3-11 December 2007

Agenda item 6

Research and systematic observation

Research and systematic observation

Draft conclusions proposed by the Chair
Addendum

Recommendation of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice

The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice, at its twenty-seventh session,
decided to recommend the following draft decision for adoption by the Conference of the Parties at

its thirteenth session:

Draft decision -/CP.13
Reporting on global observing systems for climate

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling decisions 4/CP.5, 5/CP.5, 11/CP.9 and 5/CP.10,

Noting the need to revise the "UNFCCC reporting guidelines on global climate change observing
systems"1 in order to reflect the priorities of the Global Climate Observing System implementation
plan and incorporate the reporting on essential climate variables,

Recognizing the proposals made by the secretariat of the Global Climate Observing System,
Having considered the recommendations of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological
Advice on this matter at its twenty-third, twenty-fifth and twenty-seventh sessions,2

1 See decision 5/CP.5 and document FCCC/CP/1999/7, chapter III.

2 FCCC/SBSTA/2005/10, paragraph 97, FCCC/SBSTA/2006/11, paragraph 95; and the draft conclusions to be
adopted under agenda item 6 of the SBSTA.

1. Adopts the revised UNFCCC reporting guidelines on global climate change observing systems as
contained in the annex to this decision;

2. Decides that these revised guidelines should take effect immediately for the preparation of
detailed technical reports on systematic observations in accordance with the provisions of
decisions 4/CP.5 and 5/CP.5;

3. Requests Parties included in Annex I to the Convention to continue providing such reports in
conjunction with their national communications;

4. Invites Parties not included in Annex I to the Convention to provide such reports on a voluntary basis.

(FHERLE Y
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SUBSIDIARY BODY FOR SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE
Twenty—-seventh session

Bali, 3.11 December 2007

Agenda item 7

Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change

Draft conclusions proposed by the Chair

1.

The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) noted with
appreciation the presentations: organized by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) on the Fourth Assessment Report (AR4) and, in particular, its
Synthesis Report.

The SBSTA recognized that it is important that the AR4 be considered in depth by
Parties to the Convention and its Kyoto Protocol so that all relevant agenda items
are informed by the AR4. In this context, it requested the secretariat, under the
guidance of the Chair of the SBSTA, to be prepared to invite the IPCC, in response
to a request by Parties, to inform consideration of particular agenda items, in
particular through focused briefings on information of relevance from the AR4 and
other IPCC reports.

The SBSTA further requested the secretariat, under the guidance of the Chair of
the SBSTA, to organize, in 2008, a workshop, with the participation of IPCC
experts. The workshop would be held subject to the availability of resources and
during a UNFCCC session. The aim of this workshop would be to facilitate the
exchange of relevant information among Parties about the contents of the AR4.

. The SBSTA invited Parties to submit, by 15 February 2008, their views on the AR4

for compilation into a miscellaneous document.

The SBSTA requested the secretariat to prepare a report on the workshop
mentioned in paragraph 3 above for the information of Parties.

The SBSTA agreed to conclude, at its twenty-ninth session (December 2008), its
consideration of the AR4 under this agenda item.

The SBSTA decided to recommend a draft decision on this subject for adoption by
the Conference of the Parties at its thirteenth session (for the text of the decision,
see FCCC/SBSTA/2007/L.20/Add.1/Rev.1).

1 <tttorfuricce.irtmestirasicco_13iterrsi4189.0k0>.
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SUBSIDIARY BODY FOR SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE
Twenty—-seventh session

Bali, 3.11 December 2007

Agenda item 7

Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change

Draft conclusions proposed by the Chair
Addendum

Recommendation of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and
Technological Advice

The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice, at its twenty—seventh
session, decided to recommend the following draft decision for adoption by the

Conference of the Parties at its thirteenth session:

Draft decision —/CP.13
Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 of decision 25/CP.7,

Having considered the recommendations of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and

Technological Advice at its twenty—-seventh session,i

1. Welcomes the Fourth Assessment Report of the [ntergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change;

2. Expresses its appreciation and gratitude to all those involved in the preparation of
the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Fanel on Climate Change

for their excellent work,

3. Recognizes that the Fourth Assessment Report represents the most comprehensive
and authoritative assessment of climate change to date, providing an Iintegrated

scientific, technical and socio—economic perspective on relevant issues;
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4. Urges PFarties to the Convention and invites Parties to the Kyoto Protocol to make
use of the Information contained in the Fourth Assessment Report in their
discussions under all relevant agenda items, including those pertaining to the

negotiations on future action on climate change;

5. Further encourages Farties to draw, as appropriate, on the information contained in
the Fourth Assessment Report in the development of their national policies on

climate change;

0. Invites the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change to continue to provide timely
information to Parties on the latest scientific, technical and socio—economic aspects

of climate change, Including on mitigation and adaptation;

7. Encourages Farties to continue to support the work of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, including through contributions by Parties included in Annex 1
to the Convention and those in a position to do so to the Intergovernmental Panel

on Climate Change Trust Fund.

1 Drat corclusicrs tc be adcoted urdsr agerda itemr 5 ¢ the COP.
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